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What are Design Guidelines?

•Institution Character
•Continuity of Fabric
•Accelerate Design Process, constrained options MIT

CU-Boulder
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- Penn 

Buildings on the campus reflect many styles, 
and the essential quality of the campus is one 
of buildings that speak in their own voice 
about their purposes and the era in which 
they were built.  It is the landscape and public 
spaces that integrate these buildings into a 
coherent whole.

“

“
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The principle of unified campus architecture 
rather than single-building exhibitionism is 
most important.  The CU-Boulder campus is 
cut from whole cloth, never from patchwork 
parts.  

- CU-Boulder

“

“
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Understanding the language
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MUSC Clemson

Landscape
• Existing campus plan
• Diagram of spaces
• Plant life and scale
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Harvard CU-Boulder

Building Types
• Data
• Diagram studies
• Imagery
• Historical documentation
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Harvard UNC-Chapel Hill

Materials
• Imagery
• Precedents



\\ Comprehensive Facilities Master Plan

Building the vocabulary
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MUSC UNC-Chapel Hill

Landscape
• Scale
• Plant Species
• Set Standard
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VA Tech Stanford

Buildings
• Proportion
• Geometry
• Sustainability
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Stanford CU-Boulder

Materials
• Establish parameters
• Measurements



\\ Comprehensive Facilities Master Plan

grounds
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1. On the spectrum of styles for site elements, where on one end is 
traditional/historic and on the other end is modern/contemporary:

ECU Site Elements Design Guidelines Questions

• Where do you want to see ECU campus site fixtures?

• Are there any existing site elements (lights, benches, trash receptacles, 
bike racks, fences and gates, paving, walls, etc.) on campus that you 
particularly like or dislike?

2. What materials do you view as important to incorporate into the site elements 
(i.e. stone, brick, wood, metal, etc.)?  Are there areas of the existing campus 
where the site elements are used well?



\\ Comprehensive Facilities Master Plan

3. When you hear the words “campus gateway,” what does that mean to you?  Is 
there an example of a successful gateway at ECU?

ECU Site Elements Design Guidelines Questions
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ECU Site Elements Design Guidelines Questions

4. What qualities would you like to see incorporated into the campus edges 
(landscape, walls, fences, trees, etc)?  Are there examples of existing campus 
edges at ECU you like?  Why?
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ECU Site Elements Design Guidelines Questions

5. Thinking of site elements and landscape character only, should the different 
campus areas (East Campus, West Campus, others) be unique, be unified, or 
be somewhere in between? 

6. What is the appropriate balance between “collegiate-style” manicured open 
spaces/landscape and more native/sustainable landscaping areas? 
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ECU Site Elements Design Guidelines Questions

7. What role should maintenance play in the selection of site elements?

8. What role should sustainability play in the selection of site elements?
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ECU Site Elements Design Guidelines Questions

9. Should campus circulation routes be dedicated to a single mode, or should 
they be multi-modal with mixed traffic (i.e. bikes mixed with pedestrians, 
service/emergency vehicles mixed with pedestrians, cars mixed with bikes, 
etc)? 



\\ Comprehensive Facilities Master Plan

Next Steps for Site Design Guidelines:

1. Your responses to the questions

2. Visual listening exercise

3. Development of draft Site Elements guidelines for review and comment

4. Physical Master planning

5. Development of full site and landscape guidelines for review and comment

6. Final Design Guidelines



\\ Comprehensive Facilities Master Plan

ORIGINS
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• Massing & Proportion
• Height
• Scale
• Symmetry
• Hierarchy

GENERAL ATTRIBUTES
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• Brick
• Grout
• Stone Panels & Accents
• Roof
• Window & Opening Systems
• Ornamentation & Trim
• Glazing
• Inscriptions

MATERIALS
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UNC-Chapel Hill
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• Brick
• Grout
• Stone Panels & Accents
• Roof
• Window & Opening Systems
• Ornamentation & Trim
• Glazing
• Inscriptions

MATERIALS

CU-Boulder VA Tech

Duke University of Alabama
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• Roof Form
• Columns
• Fenestration
• Entrance
• Ornamentation & Pattern
• Service Areas

COMPONENTS

Hip Roof

Gable Roof

Flat roof with false front

Flat roof with parapet
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• Roof Form
• Columns
• Fenestration
• Entrance
• Ornamentation & Pattern
• Service Areas

COMPONENTS

Gable Dormer

Shed Dormer

Standing Seam

Overhang with 
Bracket Trim
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Columns Fluted Columns
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• Roof Form
• Columns
• Fenestration
• Entrance
• Ornamentation & Pattern
• Service Areas

COMPONENTS

Arcade Loggia

Covered Passage?????
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Centered On Corner
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COMPONENTS

Exterior Vestibule Porch
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